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CORDILLERA ADVOCATES FOR REAL EDUCATION (CARE)
From information gathered, Cordillera Advocates for Real Education (CARE)
is a group whose signatories are residents of Tabuk City, Kalinga.
The group is very vocal not only on education but also on other local and
national issues (Greening Program, Pantawid Program, new Chico River project,
Kalinga rattan/broom industry, others).
Particularly, CARE urges the rejection/abolition of the Mother Tongue policy
(Mother Tongue-Based Multilingual Education or MTB-MLE) saying that it has
failed and is ineffective. The group argues that MTB-MLE is one of the major causes
for the decline in reading competence and increase of non-readers (in high school)
which in turn has affected students’ performance in math and sciences. The group
cites data, findings, scores, reports to support its claims (Philippine International
Student Assessment, PISA; UNICEF, SEAMEO; Southeast Asia Primary Learning
Metrics, SEA-PLM; Philippine Institute of Development Studies, PIDS; National
Achievement Test, NAT; Trends in International Mathematics and Science Study,
TIMMS).
Some reasons forwarded by the group for the overall erosion of quality
education are the following:
•

the scrapping by DepEd of the “No Read, No Move” policy for Grade 1 back
in 2001;

•

the performance rating of teachers based on the failure rate, thus teachers
pass even those underserving so that no failures are recorded;

•

frequent changes in curriculum and system, especially each time there is
a new Education Secretary— now more confused, unlike the time when
curriculum only revolved around the 3Rs (Reading, Writing, Arithmetic)
and children were more proficient;
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•

delay of teaching reading in English from Grade 1 to 2nd semester of Grade
2— Unlike in private schools where bilingual education policy (BEP) is
implemented; and,

•

reading is not emphasized because of reduced time in teaching it
(memorization, spelling drills, theme writing).

Year in, year out, CARE has been lobbying both houses of Congress
(through their respective education committees) to investigate and confront
issues on Mother Tongue policy and the alleged decline of public basic
education as a whole.
Other details/info:
Of the signatories, Mr. Estanislao Albano, Jr. is the prime mover with
regards the language policy and non-reader issues, according to local sources. He
is a local journalist who has been writing about the observed increase in nonreaders in high school, and is strongly advocating for a return to the bilingual policy
and the teaching of English as early as Grade 1. His views about the bilingual policy
and the English language are heavily influenced by the particular historical
experience of the Cordillera region where the colonial experience was largely with
the Americans.
Rev. Luis Aoas belongs to the Fasaw Indigenous Cultural Community
found in the Municipality of Tinglayan. He has acted as Kalinga Provincial
Peace and Order Liaison Officer and Chairman of Kalinga Anti-pollution
Action Group (KAPAG).
Other signatories are Mr. Albano’s neighbors who are retired
government employees of the provincial branches of national government
agencies.
The group has very limited influence locally; Mr. Albano’s being a member of
media facilitates his reaching media outlets and various offices.
Articles on education are listed below that may give one a general feel of
CARE’s thrust/agenda.
• Cordillera advocacy group urges rejection of Mother Tongue policy (December 3,
2020)
• Senior high students score lowest in national assessment history (November 26,
2020)
• How Kalinga’s biggest high school copes with its reading woes (March 12, 2020)
• Cordillera group calls for release of nationwide reading data (February 27, 2020)
• DepEd-CAR reaffirms ‘No Read, No Pass’ policy (January 16, 2020)
• Group calls for end to ‘mass promotion’ in Cordillera (January 9, 2020)
• Congress urged to act on non-reader problem (December 12, 2019)
• DepEd-Cordillera bares non-reader problem (November 14, 2019)

• Grade 6 NAT scores at ‘low mastery’ level (September 26, 2019)
• Handwriting, spelling skills in public schools degenerating (September 12,
2019)
• DepEd urged to stop sending non-readers to high school (June 6, 2019)
• High school nonreaders a failure of division and elementary schools (March 14,
2019)
• Seriousness of DepEd textbook review doubted (February 28, 2019)
• Tabuk elderly educator bewail non-reader phenomenon (February 14, 2019)
• Mother Tongue program hampers English, reading progress – teacher (Dec. 20,
2018)
• Cheating in national test bared by DepEd (September 9, 2018)
• Some Grade 7 students in PH could barely read (May 10, 2018)
• We have Grade 7 students who could hardly read (April 29, 2018)
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